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Week Ending Friday, April 25, 1997

Letter to the Oklahoma City
Memorial Foundation

April 14, 1997

Dear Friends:
Our nation will never forget that tragic

day, almost two years ago, when we first
learned of the bombing of the Alfred P.
Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City,
and we will always remember the courage
shown by the citizens of your strong and unit-
ed city during that dark time. All Americans
continue to support your recovery efforts,
and our prayers are with you.

With the destruction of the Murrah Fed-
eral Building, we learned once again that
America is a family, and that such a brutal
attack on any American is an attack on us
all. In uniting around the citizens of Okla-
homa City, our nation proved once again that
no force of hatred or terrorism can ever de-
feat the American spirit.

I want to express my support for your ef-
forts to establish a memorial on the site of
the bombing. This memorial will be a fitting
tribute not only to those who died, but also
to those whose lives were changed forever
on April 19, 1995. I know that, by honoring
our fellow Americans in this way, we can help
to further the healing and restore hope for
a brighter, more secure future.

Hillary and I will always remember the
time we spent with the families and survivors.
Please know that we are keeping them, and
all the people of Oklahoma City, in our
thoughts and prayers.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on April 19. An original was
not available for verification of the content of this
letter.

Memorandum on Expanding Access
to Internet-based Educational
Resources for Children, Teachers,
and Parents
April 18, 1997

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Expanding Access to Internet-based
Educational Resources for Children,
Teachers, and Parents

My number one priority for the next 4
years is to make sure that all Americans have
the best education in the world.

One of the goals of my Call to Action for
American Education is to bring the power
of the Information Age into all of our schools.
This will require connecting every classroom
and library to the Internet by the year 2000;
making sure that every child has access to
modern, multimedia computers; giving
teachers the training they need to be as com-
fortable with the computer as they are with
the chalkboard; and increasing the availabil-
ity of high-quality educational content. When
America meets the challenge of making every
child technologically literate, children in
rural towns, the suburbs, and inner city
schools will have the same access to the same
universe of knowledge.

I believe that Federal agencies can make
a significant contribution to expanding this
universe of knowledge. Some agencies have
already launched a number of exciting
projects in this area. The White House has
a special ‘‘White House for Kids’’ home page
with information on the history of the White
House. NASA’s K–12 initiative allows stu-
dents to interact with astronauts and to share
in the excitement of scientific pursuits such
as the exploration of Mars and Jupiter and
with experiments conducted on the Space
Shuttle. The AskERIC service (Education
Resources Information Center), supported
by the Department of Education, has a vir-
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